
An Exclusive Small Group Tour for  
Alumni & Friends of Washington University 

Featuring Jeff Catalano, Professor of Earth, Environmental,  
and Planetary Sciences and Director of the Environmental Studies

11 days from $7,492 total price from Boston, New York 
($6,995 air & land inclusive plus $497 airline taxes and fees)

This tour is provided by  
Odysseys Unlimited,  
seven-time honoree  

Travel + Leisure’s World’s 
Best Tour Operators award.

Exploring Iceland
August 26-September 5, 2025



Dear Washington University Alumni and Friends,

We invite you to travel with us on an exclusive 11-day small group journey to explore Iceland, a land of 
astonishing natural beauty, diverse landscapes, and a fascinating history.   

Setting out from Reykjavik, see Hellisheidi Power Plant’s geothermal exhibit.  Traveling through “saga” 
country, visit the renowned Seljalandsfoss and Skógafoss waterfalls.  Explore Lake Mývatn’s wondrous 
environs and embark on a dramatic whale-watching cruise.  In Vatnajökull National Park, another natural 
marvel, admire jaw-dropping Dettifoss, Iceland’s “Niagara.”  Stop at stunning Godafoss, “waterfall of the 
gods.”  At a folk museum, encounter Iceland’s past, then see famed Icelandic horses at a farm.  Experience the 
Snaefellsnes Peninsula’s stupendous scenery.  Thingvellir National Park offers fascinating historical insights.  
Marvel at breathtaking Gullfoss waterfall and the famous Great Geysir.  The Icelandic adventure ends with 
two nights in sophisticated Reykjavik and time for independent exploration.  Spend more time discovering 
Iceland’s colorful capital with a 3-day/2-night post-tour extension.

Space is limited to 24 guests, and we expect this tour to fill quickly.  Book today!

Sincerely,

David Webb 
Director, Travel Program and Education 
Washington University in St. Louis

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY RESERVATION FORM:  EXPLORING ICELAND

To reserve your place on tour, please call Odysseys Unlimited, Inc. toll-free at 888-370-6765.  Please have 
the information outlined below available to share with an Odysseys Unlimited Travel Counselor.

If you prefer, you may also complete this Reservation Form and submit it to Odysseys Unlimited’s office.  
Once this request is received, a Travel Counselor from Odysseys Unlimited will contact you within two  
business days to securely take your credit card information for the deposit.  Your reservation is not confirmed 
until your deposit is paid and processed.  Payment may be made by American Express, Discover, MasterCard, 
or VISA, or by personal check.  If paying by check, please make check payable to Odysseys Unlimited, Inc. 
and include with the form.  Final payment is due at least 95 days prior to departure.

Send to: �Odysseys Unlimited, Inc. 
Attn: Special Interest Groups 
One Newton Place 
275 Washington Street, Suite 300 
Newton, MA 02458

EXPLORING ICELAND  •  AUGUST 26-SEPTEMBER 5, 2025

I/We would like to request __________ place(s).  (Deposit amount is $500 per person.)

Full Passport Name ________________________________________ Date of Birth ______________ Gender _____

Full Passport Name ________________________________________ Date of Birth ______________ Gender _____

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________ State _________________________ ZIP ________________

Home Phone (______)____________________________ Cell Phone (______)________________________________

E-mail(s) _______________________________________ Badge Name(s) ___________________________________

Please book my/our air from _________________________________ I/We request a Business Class upgrade  q

I will share a room with ___________________________________ I request a single room (limited availability)  q

Post-Tour “Reykjavik – On Your Own” Extension:  Please sign me/us up q



Day 1:  Depart U.S. for Reykjavik, Iceland

Day 2:  Arrive Reykjavik/Selfoss  Upon our early 
morning arrival in Iceland’s capital, we meet our tour  
director, have breakfast at a local restaurant, then enjoy 
a scenic drive east. We stop to view the geothermal 
exhibit at the Hellisheidi Power Plant, Iceland’s larg-
est geothermal power plant, sitting on the slopes of 
Hengill volcano.  Mid-afternoon, we reach pastoral 
Selfoss, and our hotel.  Tonight:  a briefing on the 
journey ahead followed by a welcome dinner.  B,D

Day 3:  Selfoss/Vik  Today’s highlights include 
the interactive Lava Center; Seljalandsfoss, one of 
Iceland’s most visited waterfalls; and nearby Skogafoss, 
a popular waterfall known for its rainbows on sunny 
days.  We continue on to lovely Vik, Iceland’s south-
ernmost town, where we’re free to explore and shop  
for items of locally produced wool.  This afternoon, 
we walk along the black-sand beach at Reynisfjara, lined 
with columnar basalt-filled caves.  En route to our hotel,  
we stop by the Solheimajokull “sliding” glacier.  B

Day 4:  Selfoss/Reykjavik/Akureyri/Lake Myvatn  We 
transfer to Reykjavik this morning for the one- hour 
flight to Akureyri, Iceland’s “northern capital,”  where, 
upon arrival, we travel to beautiful Lake Myvatn.  One 
of the world’s natural wonders, Lake Myvatn and  its 
environs of bubbling mud flats, lava fields, and lunar-
like volcanic craters comprise a national nature reserve 
that ranks among the most beautiful sights in a country 
overflowing with natural beauty.  We stop to explore 
the bizarre lava formations at Dimmuborgir, and also 
see the region’s unique “pseudo craters,” the boiling 
mud pots at Namaskard, the explosion crater at Viti, 
and the flat volcano system at Krafla.  B,D

Day 5:  Lake Myvatn/Husavik/Vatnajokull National 
Park  This morning we travel to Husavik, where we 
embark on a bird-watching cruise to Puffin Island. 
We may see thousands of seabirds here, including  
puffins, black guillemots, fulmars, and Arctic terns.  
After our cruise, we enjoy lunch at a local restaurant, 
then travel back towards our hotel for an afternoon  
filled with more scenic vistas.  First, we stop at 
incredible Asbyrgi, a huge canyon enveloped by 
towering walls; in the middle of the partially wooded 
canyon sits a hoof-shaped rock called “The Island.”  

It’s a surprising, even astonishing land; one of massive glaciers and rumbling  
volcanoes, bubbling mud holes and powerful waterfalls; hugely abundant bird  
life and just 340,000 people; and where the sun never sets for six splendid weeks.  
It’s also perfect for exploring in a small group, as we discover traveling the breadth  
of the country and getting an up-close view of this natural “wonderland.”

Tour membership limited to 24 alumni and friends 

Cover photo:  We visit popular Skogafoss on Day 3.

Your Tour at a Glance
Day	 Itinerary	 Hotel	 Rating
1	 Depart U.S. for Reykjavik

2-3	 Selfoss	 Hotel Selfoss	 First Class

4-5 	 Lake Myvatn 	 Fosshotel Myvatn	 First Class

6 	 Siglufjordur 	 Hotel Siglo	 First Class

7-8	 Borgarbyggo	 Hotel Husafell	 First Class

9-10	 Reykjavik	 Hotel Reykjavik 
		  Centrum 	 First Class

11	 Depart Reykjavik for U.S.

Ratings are based on the Hotel & Travel Index, the travel 
industry standard reference. 

Exploring Iceland
11 days from $7,492 total price from Boston, New York 
($6,995 air & land inclusive plus $497 airline taxes and fees)

Destination
Air
Motorcoach
Entry/Departure

Reykjavik Selfoss

Borgarbyggo

Siglufjordur

Lake Myvatn
Akureyri

Avg. High (°F)	 Aug	 Sep
Lake Myvatn	 57	 50
Reykjavik	 56	 52

                 Moderate
Walk 2-4 miles per day, often on uneven  
natural terrain with loose rocks; multiple  

days spent outside in natural settings

Physical Activity Level



Next, we visit Hljodaklettar Echo Cliffs, where we 
explore the labyrinth of “echoing rocks” created by the  
spiral basalt formations of the arches and canyons  
here.  Our last stop:  jaw-dropping Dettifoss, Europe’s  
most powerful waterfall and Iceland’s “Niagara.”  B,L,D

Day 6:  Lake Myvatn/Akureyri/Siglufjordur  This 
morning, we stop at Godafoss, the “waterfall of the 
gods” named for the carvings of Norse gods discarded 
here when the country was declared Christian a thou-
sand years ago.  Mid-morning, we arrive in Akureyri, 
where we have free time to explore and for lunch on 
our own.  We travel on to Siglufjordur, the north-
ernmost town in mainland Iceland, where we visit 
the unique Herring Era Museum.  The exhibits here 
detail the rise and fall of Iceland’s herring industry, 
which accounted for nearly half of the nation’s export 
income during parts of the last century.  We arrive at 
our hotel in time for dinner there tonight.  B,D

Day 7:  Siglufjordur/Borgarbyggo  We travel towards 
the southwest corner of Iceland today, passing across 
highlands, dales, and fjords, through the beautiful 
Norourardalur Valley, which features landscapes rang-
ing from cattle farms to lava fields.  We make several 
stops on the way to our hotel, including  Glaumbaer, 
featuring exhibits on rural Icelandic life from the 18th 
and 19th centuries, including authentic turf houses.  
Later we stop at a Gauksmyri farm to see the famed 
Icelandic horses, a unique variety that has been bred 
only with other Icelandic horses since first brought 
here by the Vikings in 800 ce.  We also enjoy scenic 
views at Grabrok Crater, where we take a short hike 
for scenic views of the three lava cones here, which 
look like scale-model volcanoes.  Continuing on 
towards our hotel, we make two final stops.  First 
we explore Deildartunguhver, site of the country’s 
largest thermal spring; then travel the short distance 

We spend days exploring the scenic Icelandic countryside.

to Hraunfossar Falls, the beautiful and unusual cold 
springs that well up through the lava landscape and 
cascade into the Hvítá River.  B,D

Day 8:  Borgarbyggo/Snaefellsnes Peninsula  
Today we encounter the stunning Snaefellsnes 
Peninsula.  We begin on the south shore with a 
walk along the shell sand beach at the abandoned 
fishing village of Budir, surrounded by a vast lava 
field.  We also explore the caves and bizarre rock 
formations along the rugged shore at Arnarstapi, site 
of thousands of nesting cliff birds.  After lunch at 
a rustic oceanfront restaurant, we continue our 
exploration of this scenic region.  B,L,D

Day 9:  Borgarbyggo/Reykjavik  En route to 
Reykjavik today, we visit Thingvellir National Park, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site lying in a sprawling  

September 5-7, 2025

Reykjavik –  
On Your Own

3 days/2 nights for $595 total price
Single Supplement:  $345

Make the most of the long days in Iceland’s  
colorful capital, at your own pace.

Your Tour Price Includes

• �2 nights’ accommodations at Hotel Reykjavik  
Centrum (First Class)

• �2 meals:  2 breakfasts
• �Transfer to Reykjavik airport

Post-Tour Extension



rift valley.  Revered for its historical impor-
tance – this is where Iceland’s Althing, or national 
assembly, met in open-air sessions from 930 ce to 
1798 – Thingvellir also sits on an active volcanic site 
at the spot where the fissure between the geologi-
cal plates of North America and Europe is most 
evident in Iceland.  It’s also a gem of nature, with 
canyons, caves, waterfalls, and ponds surrounded 
by snowcapped mountains.  We learn about the 
historic parliament founded here in 930 ce, and 
walk along a gorge into the rift valley itself.  Follow-
ing our visit here, we head to a local farm for lunch, 
then  depart for famed Great Geysir and Gullfoss, 
Iceland’s immensely popular “golden” waterfall.  
We continue on to Reykjavik, home to more than 
half of the nation’s population and ranking as one 

of the world’s safest 
and cleanest cities.  
After checking in at 
our well-located hotel 
in the city center, the 
evening is at leisure 
and dinner tonight is 
on our own.  B,L

Day 10:  Reykjavik  
This morning we 
embark on a tour of 
the Icelandic capital.  
Sites include Hall-
grimskirkja, the coun-
try’s largest church, 
with a sculpture garden 

and excellent views of the city; the National Museum, 
which celebrates Nordic culture and Iceland’s his-
tory; Parliament house; the town’s oldest street; and 
the harbor.  Then the remainder of the day is at 
leisure.  It’s a sophisticated European urban center, 
with museums and galleries; theater, symphony, and 
dance; boutiques and restaurants.  Interesting sites 
include Old Town; the Arni Magnusson Institute, 
where Iceland’s historic sagas are kept; and Nordic 
House, designed by renowned architect Alvar Aalto.  

Your Tour Price Includes
• �Round-trip air transportation from listed cities; 

flight within itinerary
• �9 nights’ accommodations in First Class hotels
• �20 meals: 10 breakfasts, 3 lunches, 7 dinners
• �Extensive sightseeing as described, including all 

entrance fees
• �Services of an Odysseys Unlimited Tour Director
• �Private motorcoach transportation throughout  

your trip
• �Luggage handling for one bag per person
• �Gratuities for local guides, dining room servers,  

airport and hotel porters, and all driver

Tour Departs:  August 26, 2025
Prices include int’l airfare and all taxes, surcharges, and fees.

Boston, New York	 $7,492

Chicago, Washington, DC 	 $7,792

Atlanta, Baltimore, Charlotte, 
Cincinnati, Cleveland, 

	 $7,892
 

Dallas, Denver, Detroit,  
Houston, Philadelphia

Los Angeles, Miami,   
Minneapolis, Orlando,   

	 $7,992
 

Phoenix, Portland (OR), 
San Francisco, Seattle, Tampa

St Louis	 $8,092

Land Only (transfers not included)	 $6,695

Please call if your city is not listed.  Prices are per person 
based on double occupancy and include airline taxes, 
surcharges, and fees of $497, which are subject to 
change until final payment is made.  

Single travelers please add $1,495.  All tour prices  
above (excluding airline taxes, surcharges, and fees)  
are guaranteed.

Business Class upgrade on round-trip international flight 
per person, in addition to the costs above:  $1,795 from 
Boston, Newark, New York; $2,395 from all other cities 
(upgrade is subject to availability and pricing is subject 
to change). 

For reservations and information, please
call Odysseys Unlimited, Inc. toll-free at 
888-370-6765
Monday–Friday, 9:00 AM–7:00 PM, Eastern Time

I go to Iceland  
to visit the lunar spaces 

within me...”
– Pico Iyer 

Those who wish can join in an optional tour to the 
Sky Lagoon.  Tonight, we celebrate our adventure 
over a farewell dinner.  B,D

Day 11:  Depart for U.S.  Today we depart for the 
airport and our return flights to the U.S.  B

We may see puffins while 
on our tour.

Faculty Host
Jeff Catalano is a Professor 
of Earth, Environmental, and 
Planetary Sciences and the 
Director of the Environmental 
Studies Program at Washington 
University in St. Louis. His research 
explores the diverse interactions 

between water and rock that help protect our 
environment, sustain life on Earth, and determine 
where else in the Solar System may be suitable 
for life. He has investigated an array of topics 
throughout his career, including the fate of leak-
ing nuclear waste, resources for critical minerals 
needed to support a green energy transition, and 
the potential habitability of early Mars. He teaches 
about soils and water, while also leading an under-
graduate program that connects environmental 
challenges with human experiences and systems.
*�Faculty hosts are not guaranteed. Their participation is 

contingent upon a minimum number of WashU travelers 
signing up for the trip.
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